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contract for that purpose in the name of the Commissary-General. Another object of attention will be the possibility of procuring at Jaffa, or elsewhere on the coast of Syria, a number of small craft for the purpose of aiding in the disembarkation of the troops and for the navigation of the Nile; the latter to be vessels not drawing more than four and a half or five feet of water; and on this subject he will collect whatever information may be in his power. Should the subject of future arrangements be touched upon, Major-General Moore cannot enter further into it than to state it to be the object of Great Britain to expel the common enemy from Egypt and not to interfere with internal concerns. Major-General Moore will communicate and act with* Brigadier-General Kochler in the most confidential manner. The service performed, Major-General Moore will join the Army here as expeditiously as possible.
(Signed)    KALPH ABERCROMBY."
I landed at Jaffa on the 9th January. The first thing I heard was the death of Brigadier-General Kochler. He died of a putrid fever on the 29th December, after three days' illness. I immediately proceeded to the Vizier's camp, which was about a mile from the town, and I communicated to Major Holloway, the senior British officer since poor Kochler's death, the object of my mission. He took me first to the Reis Effendi, and then to the Vizier. Their tents are very fine. They were seated cross-legged on sofas, with numerous attendants standing on each side. We were presented with pipes, then coffee, and then sherbet, each of which is a stage of compliment which is served out according to the rank of the visitor, or the respect they wish to show him. The Reis Effendi was four years secretary to the Embassy in England, and he speaks French, which is uncommon for a Turk. The conversation generally is carried on by means of a dragoman or interpreter. The first visit was confined to compliments, an hour in the evening was fixed for business. As I had told the Reis Effendi that my business was of a nature not to be trusted